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Mr. Back turned the letter carefully On a blotting pad In his bed Lord We are clad te be iHe to i s eies r i. ee ekee- 

hop * d to flnd the We,don wrote: p-ssraMuas* «: aasuTfc 

^B£ft?SS thorny elope?" he asked. ^ttSSfSS STS 

after a pause. SoMK I W«1 letireo keow the mult. £"!•• *“»M >- Included In the lend MU 

a ""common* envelope^StpewrUWri 1 £'5 Mr. Beck smiled a gratified smile as STSSK 

N 3, o^ T t a m^ ar, you' n s t e 0 e-' Ur ’ et ’ 8= 2J*££ 

t *^ r b ?? : -^.S^r^V^Ven I won’t At 12 o’clock he received an appoint- , 

"**• “ y raora ®* Tour valuable time." jnent din 0 SSmnr“' h' **••“* £«* *«»•*£ 

more° *%&- 

editor. “Ton see this thin* helps us about it. It was no more than a sub- .England and uproot her 

from the press and political point of - eBt i 0n that the Times letter box should 
view. It Kives us exclusive and im- be W atched by a policeman in plain 
portaat news, and It hurts the govern- c i 0 thes. 

ment I could not give the man away." "Well it can be arranged, of course." 

"Don’t mention It." said Mr. Beck. the prtlne minister, a little testily. 

"Besides rm not sure that you have .. but j do not see what possible good it 
not put me on the right track." can d o. We cannot arrest every man 

With this parting shot he passed out tbat drops a letter In.” 
leaving the editor puxzled and uneom- "Besides." chimed in Lord Weldon, 
fortable. -If the letter is dropped in by Brands! 

“You don’t seem to have made much be convicts himself." 
advance." said Lord Weldon, when this “You were quite right to mention it, 
interview was related with perfect Mr . Beck." said the prime minister, see- 
frankness next day. ing that the detective looked a little 

"That’s as it may be." said Mr. Beck, crestfallen. "You will excuse me now. 

"one can never be sure.” but this is one of my busy days." 

"Could we catch the letters to the "That's a hint for me. too." said Lord 
Times in the post ofllce?" suggested Weldon, laughing. "Can I give you a 
the prime minister. "It’s a hateful ex- seat. Mr. Beck; my carriage is wait- 
pedlent, of course, but desperate dis- ing." 

eases need desperate remedies." .*.* _ _ __ 

"I understand the letters are dropped Mr. Beck suddenly remembered an ur- 
In by private hand.” said Lord Weldon. gent appointment, so Lord Weldon put 
"Your lordship has guessed quite him down, nodding affably from the 
rightly," said Mr. Beck; "the post office open window as he drove away, 
cannot help us." C- — I - —•in o.» Kn—*• — 

"Have you anything yourself to pro 
pose?" asked the prime minister, a lit- - - ... 

lie impatiently. stantly hailed a taxi and drove straight 

"The next step It seems to me." said back to Downing street. 

Mr. Beck quietly, "is to put your sus- "Important—this time.” 

plcions to the test." the card which he sent up. 

"Can you do that effectively?" The prime minister received him 

•1 think I can.” somewhat coldly, hut after the first 

"Without knowing the name?' few words from ilr. Beck grew eager 

"Without knowing the name, if you and excited, 
and his lordship will help me.” "Your first scheme was hard enough 

"Let us hear your plan?" said Lord to sanction." he said, "but this - 

Weldon. much farther." 

"First. I must know, has the suspect¬ 
ed man been present at all the cabinet 
meetings whose proceedings were be¬ 
trayed?” 

"Not all, 

later: 


T HE Rt. lion. James Brandal anxiety of this shameful treachery had 
opened his Time, with eager 
fingers, glanced down the front con m e t_ 

page and flung the paper so on the afternoon of the same day he 
violently on the hearth rug that it was pacing his private study in,Pown- 
_ ...sit. »,»).. ing street impatiently, as Mr. Brandal 

frightened the tag. fluffy white 1 erslan paPed h ,„ breakfast room, oblivious of 
cat into hysterics . the important papers that lay open on 

"Again" was all Mr. Brandal said, his desk, entreating atlention. when a 
hu, hi. wife, who sat a,one with him *™ d 0 g“i* "£mi in." a 

at the comfortably appointed break- pervant entered with a card, 
fast table, seemed to understand. She It was a clear sign how sharp was 
came round to where ho sat. With the strain on his nerves, that the 
v prime minister—usually the gentlest of 

one hand laid K^ntly on his should mi . n —turned impatiently on the serv- 

ard th* other playing with his crisp ant 

rnrl* now flecked w ith gray. she looked ‘ Did I not tell you. William, ex- 
. • . „:.k t nv i n „ tfVTinihv pressly." he began, "that on no account 
down upon him with levin* sympathy £ as ,* to |itf> <llHl , irbc . d? «> h r—with a 

shining in her soft, dark ryes. quick ftlancc at the card—“Lord Wel- 

•*Well. Fanny. I’ll try to take it quiet- don. Show him up at once.’’ 
v” be ‘-aid in answer to her silent. A moment later Lord Weldon came 
* 5, *’ , .. . m «... softly Into the room. A very handsome 

tender pleading for patience, nut tne mRn W . IS Lord Weldon, of about fifty- 

cloud v as still heavy on his strong. f, ve years of age. with iron-gray hair, 

clever face- for worries will worry in but a fresh, clear complexion, and 

* younger even than he was. There was 

spite of mans wi 1 . none of the arts or affectation of the 

He could not sit still for the Hie or e |,j^ r | v f OT , about him. and no man had 
him. Leaving his breakfast untasted. m „ T * gracious manners. He was still a 
he began pacing: th* room restlessly. bachelor. The jest ran among his in- 
•*\Ve have bad some rough tunes to- tlir<atos thrit %\>idon daro not marry for 
get her. Fan.” he broke out again. ft>;ir „ f s „,.i el y suicides. 

•‘since that day ten y ars n ^'* " n * n There was a shadow on the genial 
you trusted yourself to the orien. . * f ar * n s Lord Weldon closed the door 
barrister who is now home secretary car€>fuUv behind him. 

of England, but 1 don t think >oui e\er -You have seen that wretched para- 
saw me so upset before. Just listen crap b. of course. Charles?” said the 
to this.” _ . it Prime minister, nodding in the direction 

He picked up the raper. smootnea n o{ lhe Tlrnes> which lay crumpled up in 
out and read. . a corner of the room. 

••We ar r?t*J e Mthor!fy°?hat **at the *Tm sorry to say T have very much 

U "i i n, 25 i, mee l t ine vesterday ^it Was re- worse new s than that for you. Arthur, 

cabinet meeting _ > We are being betrayed at home and 

*>' v ' d A°„ * a iL. MonU iV There were abroad. I hate positive knowledge that 

*■ u - 

■•Absolutely true, darling—that’s the V 1 '/ 1 * Wrrlble ; ««rr|ble:" said the prime 
it- 7 minister, pacing the room In a very 

■Rni Jim” touching the paper, “does ferment of rage. "Never before has the 

I. so verv mnch?" honor of British statesmen been so dc- 

* , -KhJ 5 particular disclosure does not graded In the face of the world. Never 

matter ?ery much-it hardly matters before has the British cabinet harbored 

at all. But it Is the fifth time within » sordid spy. Me cannot let this mat- 
. i„, r month that cabinet secrets rest. Charles. W hat la to be done 
have^en betwed to “e Times. quite *bou, it? Have you any notion what’s 

pPUnlv l.v a member of the cabinet, best to be done? It is plain to me, we 

The last wL a matter of vital im- either purge the cabinet of this 

The last , was a mamr traitor or flnd some pretext for res- 

e P 2it ;?u nn d riVs(m*t^ their JShln^ 

dopes' my honor I hardly know how J'course. 8 an"'*a 

f»° among my fc^ r *‘ h ^e7" U,d *' nd 5 °“ * > “ l ‘ 

c-olleagues in the cabinet that I am - Th . n thc „ ne , hlnB Ieft ls to ca(ch 

the traitor. _ the spy." 

"You. Jim. you- There were tears easi( , r 8ald lhan do rm 

in the dark * y ” b b "‘ h th ® h ’J* ht ^aid^ Have you formed any suspicion 

anger flashed through them. w no wbo lho „. an 

dares to suspect your "The thing Is so horrible, so utterly 

’The pr me minister vile, that I hate to whisper suspicion of 

ly fear. Lord ^ eldon, I ra almost ccr any man> even In my own mind.*' 
ta,n -*’ . a. •'Remember, Arthur, that, disgraceful 

•T don't believe It: I offense is. some member of the 

It. You are too sensitive. I met Lord cabinet Is unouestlonably guilty. We 
Weldon the night before last at a ball must not let scruples stand in the wav 
at the Duchess of Southern's He was of his detection." Lord Weldon spoke 
most courteous, sat out with me for with a stern gravity quite out of keep- 
more than an hour, and spoke ever so ing with his usual easy graciousnrss 
kindly of you." "There is one nun,”' said the prime 

"Lord Weldon is always civil to a minister, in a low voice, with manifest 
beautiful woman. You needn’t blush, reluctance, "at whom suspicion seems 
Fan; you must know you were the best to point. Cannot you guess his name- 
looking woman In the room, not ex- Lord Weldon shook his head 
cepting the lively little duchess her- The prime minister, though they were 
self. His lordship is too straight—I’ll alone in the room, with closed doors 
do him that justice—to let the wife came a step nearer and whispered the 
see he distrusted the husband. You re- name 

member. Fan. I was very rough on "Brands!!" said Lord Weldon. In a 
him in the house when I was graduat- tone of absolute amazement. "It is 
Ing below the gangway; too rough. I quite impossible he should stoop to 
think now. though I meant it at the this. 

time. He lies behaved very well to me. "Impossible we should say that any 

I know he was in favor of my inclusion member of the cabinet should so de- 

ln the cabinet, and he has been most grade himself. But remember as you 

ertvil since we were colleagues. But said Just now. there must be some 

these things lea vs their sting, in spile one? Who is less Impossible — 

of a man. He wouldn’t be human if ”1 cannot believe It is Brandal I 

he hadn’t a lurking prejudice against should as soon suspect mvself 

me. however hard he may strive to "But whv Otarles—whv— 

stifle It. I'm the youngest, the newest prime minister sticd >' ur K Cl1 Jhe 

and the poorest member of the cabinet. , K f *" 

The others are tested veterans whose t™dl«l^. l5J "J c f« d ulous con- 

ohar&oter and position set them above - r'hinJ * Iatesl member, 

suspicion. The disclosures began the ° ne , n *\ and l . he t^achsry has 

week after I joined. I declare. Fanny. rK ;* t un . *>"«• h »® appointment. 

I'm half inclined to suspect myself— * °" ,he lowest ground. Ar- 


ancient aristocracy, whose wealth and 
privileges were the best guarantee for 
tne stability of the constitution ami 
the integrity of the empire.” 

A good deal of quiet enjoyment was 
manifest among the members of the 
cabinet, especially of the more ad¬ 
vanced section, at this announcement 
It was plain thc Times had been badly 
hoaxed. 

But l»rd Weldon wore a look of deep 
distress; the prime minister was grav** 
and stem, and James Brandal utterly 
bewildered. The prime minister had 
met him as he entered the house, and 
made an appointment after question 
time in his own room 

"You have see n the Times?” said 
Lord Weldon softly to the prime min¬ 
ister as they sat together on the front 

At the corner of Trafalgar Square at * 

-- - - ------ touch or genuine distress in his voice. 

”1 could not have believed it possible.” 

'i Sor r *'P , **d his chief. “I hav# 
asked Brandal to meet me in my room 

Mr. Beick waited till the brougham ^"^“h^^nrewnt ^ t *“ t 

had disappeared through the traffic in ..j wish you could excuse ms it ■ m 
the direction of Piccadilly, then in- h , i ^^nTu’S'fn^rv.VwTor 

I have no doubt; but your presence 
he wrote on p e ”oTmed " ‘\ nd PalnfUl dUtl “ rnua ' b * 

" hen l»rd Weldon reached the prime 
minister’s room he was a little eur- 
prleed to flnd Mr. Paul Beck also there, 
standing modestly In the background. 
"Mr. Brandal and Ixird Weldon." the 
_ 0 . s Pflme minister began abruptly, and 
plainly laboring under strong emotion. 
’I have summoned you here on a mat- 
■The proofs seem strong." insinuated ter in-.which you are both deeply in- 
Mr. Beck. terested You are aware that for some 

"That may be, but It is quite lmpos- time past the cabinet has been dls- 
sible that I should take any personal graced by a sordid spy and traitor 
answered the prime min- p ar : In the miserable affair.” who sold its secrets." 

"there were two at least—I am "Then." said Mr. Beck, with a quiet "Don’t be too hard on him. Arthur" 
almost certain there were three—from earnestness that gave dignity to his Lord Weldon whispered. But the prime 

which he was absent” homely face and figure, "you must for- minister went on. with growing anger. 

"Does not that fact alone clear him— give me if I decline to have further * r ®*' ,on , « n<J * here and now. 

Tm afraid not because he would be hand in the business. I will not know- Through the skill and zeal of this gen- 

entlUed to hear, and naturally would Ingly make myself the instrument of “ . hom }, desire to convey reT 

hear, from some other member of the the punishment of the innocent and the persona! gratitude that despicable 

cabinet what had gone on In his ah- triumph of the guilty. Let me repeat “• »«*» »*»o«ed. You, Charles 

senee. I remember I told him myself on the wise words of Lord Weldon. ’Its ' lBC 0“ n t Weldon, are the 

one occasion.” a trial I ask for. not a conviction.' The ■ 

v:7 h ” b ?" K "r« hD ? IT P r™'l h ,Z VSSi 


minisier rpiunxmi j. - "T"' ' 10 -Denial in n.-i... •• v a _ 

course the next day. and the Right swc. tly "the word or two von 
Honorable ikmea Brandal. home secre- „ s , ly „’. t drop- lowing you knew how 
tary. w-as unavoidably absent on ur thB lM „ r had r ^ a ,. hcd |h<! 
gent official hus ness After » verY t , r bo , SFt Ille thlnklnB The Fll hi er - 

animated discussion It w as resolved ran , a[1 correspondent spelt "immediate • 
that the principal of eompulsory pur- wllh onc th , typ , wr(tten 

chase should be Introduced Into the , rr wh)rh wal shown me In the office, 
land bill, and the government should j managed to coax a little note from 
stand or fall by Its adoption or rejec- your lordship with the same word 
tion. • misspelt the same way. Then I felt 

Mr. Brandal went down to the house pretty safe. It was not likely that 
before the dinner hour In time for an two members of a cabinet would 
Important division. rnske that blunder But to make 

Very soon he became sensitively alive surety doubly sure. I took the liberty 

to the fact that his colleagues of the of asking the prime minister-" 

cabinet were strangely eold and retl- "Yes. my Lord Weldon." broke in 
c“nt In their manner to him—with one the prime minister. "I did the rest, 
exception. After you gave James Brandal the 

Lord Weldon was cordiality itself, in- false account of the cabinet proceed- 
sisted on their dining together, and lugs. 1 gave him the true. You pub- 
after dinner gave him the arranged ac- Untied the false account to convict hint 
count of the proceedings at the cabinet of treason, and you have convicted 
council with great particularity of de- yourself.” 

tail. ... No word had laird Weldon to an- 

"I'm bitterly disappointed. I must sw-cr. the sudden shock of the exposure 

confess." said Brandal. "I knew you' had so stunned him He leaned with 
wece against It. my lord, of course. But trembling hands against a chair, and 

1 thought there was a strong majority his face was as the face of the dead. 

„ _ „ . , in favor of the principle of compulsory nut there was no pity In the airline 

vn . aw * y purchase. I'm convinced it's the only -minister's stern voice. "False Triend 

i It undertake the remedy for agricultural depression ami and treacherous colleague." he said, ”1 
iee.ru » iuu. um . .run , the overcrowding of our towns. 1 wish regret that public interest, forbid the 

and handed it to Mr. Beck. , .f 11 5f ve n ®<Ji fllculty at all In pro- I had been ther^. exposure and punihhmrnt of your 

"That is the very flrat we had from v i < *‘ n £ him with an urgent appointment “It could not have altered the result, crime. But on two conditions only can 
him.” he said. elaewhere. said the prime minister. my dear Brandal." said Lord Weldon, that exposure h* averted. You must. 

.Mr. Beck gravely unfolded the let- 7 ,r - Be Y c cubbed his hands In placid "there was a big majority. What! are of course, instantly resign your plan¬ 
ter. It was a plain sheet of common en ..??! ment °‘ t^lr adoption of his plan, you off so soon? in the cabinet, and in the house, and 

typewritten paper; no name, no ad- . ** f a * n right direction.” "Well, yes. 1 feel a bit done up and you must write over your own name a 

dress; no distinct mark whatever, ex- he said, and it may lead ua straight to depressed, and I d best get straight full confession of vour offense.” 

cept a little cross with red ink at the * h e h « a rt of the mystery. This is Tues- home. I have asked the whips; there **For whnt purpose-” gaaped out 

top. It began and ended abruptly: Ther , e . ia nothin * for me to do. I is no danger of a division tonight.' l^ rd Weldon; bis first words since the 

"To the Editor of the Times: fancy, until the Thursday's Times ap- But he did not go straight home. As i,ir»w struck him 

“Whenever you receive a communl- pe 5 rs ; went past the door of the library. "To he retained by the man whose 

cation with the small red cross at top, Mr - Beck proved quite mistaken an attendant met him with u note from rmn you sought: to he retained as a 

be sure it is genuine, and publish im- [ n thl ® Prophecy. Early on Wednesday the prime minister himself, requesting memento, of a peril overpassed, and a 

mediately.” n® found himself knocking impatiently to see him for a moment in his private security for th*' future.” 


forced them terview with England's prime minister, himself. If you want to catch a s«- a B ' 

But with characteristic bluntness he cret, thc best way is to go where it *orne. 
an likely to came straight to the point, after he had is. Now. I happen to know the editor *jcuy rair 
etty treason, acknowledged the brief introduction to of the Times. I did him a good turn as ea 

ie has hitter Lord Weldon. once on a time. He'll be civil to me. man.is inn 

i ft handle “You have sent for me. sir. I take it, anyway." {.f 0 *®" 01 

to tell me of thc trouble in the cabi- "Will you kindly report progress to the contra 
.. . . net. I suppose; the whole town ls talk- us here at 2 o'clock tomorrow?” said 'ice is sha 

slight, and , nf? of £.? the prime minister. an, addltlc 

hate to eay Th ^ primc minister wiftced as if he "I cannot promise any progress.” said opinion, tl 
ly poor man had becn a t u „ Ki a nd for a moment or Mr. Beck, "but I'll come without fail, making a 
two could hardly trust himself to speak. The Times editor, Mr. McDougal. But wh 
that are al- Then he turned to the imperturbable stood with his back to the cheerful to Brandal 
never shown detective with that impressive dignity fire in his own private office, gazing ”f w - cr * e 

married hia that so well became him. quizzically at Mr. Beck, who had un- bly * I fo 

-er. ’the fair "I have heard,” he .aid, “you have folded his delicate mission with his with that, 
called, with- already engaged In matters of great customary simple candor. Then. 1 

no corner In delicacy and of great public impnr- "So you want to know the name If you wi: 

tr for susot- tanco, and that your discretion has been and address of our subterranean cor- piclons, A 

‘ equal to your ability”—ilr. Beck ac- respondent. said Mr. McDougal at pected mi 

Id his hand knowledged the compliment with a last very slowly "Well. I cannot give tunlty of 

n V* deorccatorv smile—"but never before, them. Mind. 1 don’t say I would if I an accural 



th. Marne and the present battle have returned to claim and to reclaim task. Worn, 
here was left a desolation the It. Where once were happy villages, them into th 
r which the world never saw be- are ruins. Where once snilieq fertile their work. 

So far uh concerned the dcstruc- fields, is waste—a waste of shell holes, owing seytln 
f property, the destruction of the of serried trenches, of tangled wire and guide the ox< 
oil. Belgium and occupied France of the dead. Il is us if some dreadful and children 

eft virtually untouched. blight had descended, some curse had all brave, tb 

e that day when Joffre s soldiers been put upon the land. hopeful: they 

England's "contemptible little There are no strong men to reclaim anil to keep c 
halted and humbled the greatest that waste. The strong men ..f France t„ry ls won. 
lachlne ever devised by man. the are in the trenches The task is left to Cermnr.y t 

have pushed the Teuton back and the old me-., to the women and children conquered! A 

lack. And as the Invaders have and to the crippled soldiers hardships Hi 

|riven from the land, its owners But they are not appalled by the them' 


ught Krancr <*ou!d b« 
1 Americans talk of th* 

uar hu-s forced upon 


M AYOR HYLAN of New York has ro 
belief in efficiency export", an.l 
lias banished them from the city hall. 

An efficiency expert undertook to 
teach Judge Hylan, as he then was. a 
lesson some years ago 
"I observe, judge," the man sAld. “that 
you've given notice to your office boy. 
Jimmy. That's a great mistake." 

"But he's the most worthless little 


plainly the groat service these birds 
render t«» man in destroying rats and 
mice. The plumage of owls is exceed¬ 
ingly loose and soft, so that their flight, 
even hi the largest species, is almost 
noiseless, ennahling them to swoop 
upon their prey, which they hunt In the 

twilight. They range over Ihe whole "Judge.” the expert Interrupted, with 
globe, extending to thc extreme polar a superior smile. ’’I’m going to give you 
regions and lo the remotest oceanic »n efficiency lesson. Take Jimmy back. 
Islands.” for he sings at his work, and there’s no 

The word "shrew." as applied to an surer sign of efficiency." 
animal, will probably puzzle a good "Humph, that’s no sign.” said Judge 
many persons. There are two distinct Hylan. "A mosquito does that." 
species, one called the common shrew 

and the other the lesser or the pigmy O.IZ Doieinn 

shrew. The common shrew, especially OClT-nalSIily. 

numerous In Europe, is about Hie size 

of a mouse, and closely resembles it In tr-OOD CONTROLLER HOOVER told at 

shape of body, feet and tall, hut Its JT a meatleas-wheatlcss banquet a 

muzzle protrudes far beyond Ihe lip and . . ^ M 

'The question as to whether its eyes are so small that they are filor >' about a poultry profiteered 

rodent# or innects are the more destruc- scarcely discernible through the fur. *'A lady entered his «hop," said Mr. 

'■ - ,f J h f .'»/* * re . w j de “" d . B,lo ; t and it* Hoover, ’and asked the price of chicken. 

tail is four-sided, with the edges or the . . .. . 

.. . angles rounded off. Them bird, in the winder- raid the 

rodent destroyer takes some The pigmy shrew- is the common profiteer. 'Wall, they’re very fine quai- 
O..U.. is! what species form in the t nited States. It feeds >*>' stock. I cant let_ em go for less 

takes the fewest birds in proportion to on insects and worms and small mol- than 90 cents a pound.' 

- •- | say—and the evt- luscs. It lives in a nest of dry herbage "’Indeed?’ sajd the lady. ’Did you 
UO..W .o —that, with the in a hole in the ground and It breeds raise them yourselfT 

possible exception of the marsh hawk, in the spring, thc mother shrew bring- "'Yep.' said the profiteer absently, 
there Is no rodent destroyer which, in Ing forth from five to seven little They was "0 cents yesterday.’" 

ITTLK HOME IN — .»cv proportion to its captures of rodents, shrews. Shrews would no doubt be- 

takes so few birds as does the cat.” come a great pest if their increase 

Hob ef this issue.) D r . a. K., Fisher of the biological were not checked by the owls, though 

survey In defending the character of the weasel is also an efficient helper 
r infant in Its cradle." And In tb . ow | that In th# case of the of the owl in this work, 

tes today there are thousands long-eared owl sn Investigation show- A common mole often met with in 
isands of French and Belgian e( j that fifty "pellets" contained the re- the United State's is called the "shrew 
ready to "die like man. with m alns of 117 mice. 2* shrews and 13 mole” and is a member of the shrew- 
hand.” who are haunted, day birds, and that it would be both per- family. Its snout is slender and 
i. by the dVradful question: nlcloiis and cruel to molest so Innocent elongated and the toes of the hind feet 
what fate my Uertrude ( has and valuable a bird. are webbed. The true common mole 

ie?” There are two words here, "pellets" belongs to a different genus, and. al- 

— and "shrews,” which probably require though its muszle is long and pointed 

v i explanation to readers who are not and Its eyes are inconspicuous, its hind 

r the allied lines In ”_ deeply learned In blrda and rodenta. All feet are long and narrow. The normal 

tne allied lines In Francw- ow £ » M , up , n th , fornl of -pellets" food of the mole Is the earthworm. 


T HE cat as a slayer of hlrds has 
been Indicted times without num¬ 
ber. He and she have not only 
been indicted, but have been convicted. 
The cat as a pitiless destroyer of bird 
life is the text of a discussion that has- 
been rarriod on for many years and the 
end of It still seems to be a long way 
off. The owl has recently come In for 
his share of criticism by both the 
friends of cats and the frifiids of birds, 
st least by the friends of other birds 
than owls. 

A good while ago Thomas M. l T PP. na¬ 
tional organiser of the Order of Back¬ 
woodsmen and a naturalist of note, 
wrote 

live is altogether academic. Either, 
unchecked, would sweep the earth bare. 
Tho problem is complicated by the fact 

that every r. 2 ;r.'. Jc 2 *" - 

birds. The question 

t__— —- :-' ’ ' 

rodents destroyed 
dence is overwhelming 


A Valuable Machine. 










